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July 9th 1940. 
 
Dear William:  
 
I must write you a few lines this morning to tell you that your letter of June 29th arrived 
yesterday, July 8th via air mail. This sure made good time and I hope that we can continue to send 
letters by this route. It may be a little expensive but it is worth it to get late news. 
 
We were glad to hear of the nice trips you have had. They must have been quite enjoyable, 
especially the first one to Bellagio(?). Wish that we could be there to enjoy it with you. 
 
With the slack work in the consulate you will have a good chance to catch up with your reading 
and Italian lessons. You have never told us how many you have in the office or just what your 
work is. Let us know when you write. 
 
We have had a week of very nice weather, no rain for a change. The farmers have had a chance to 
make hay and quite a lot of the wheat is already harvested. 
 
Mrs. Clay Van Voorhis died on last Friday. She had a "strep" throat and the poison got into her 
system and she was not strong enough to pull through. Sammy was in Panama visiting his uncle, 
Gen. Van Voorhis and came back by plane arriving yesterday noon. Cousin Katy Harrison died 
and will be buried this afternoon. She had been sick for quite a long time, 
 
Janie is having a good time this summer, going all of the time. I do not know just what she 
intends to do and I do not get to see her long enough at one time to find out. Dick Reinbold is 
home for the summer. I wish that Janie had taken physical education for I believe she would have 
been good at it. Pearly Mandell has a nice position in one of the schools in the suburbs of 
Cleveland and is getting $1200.00 to start on. Janie is not prepared for anything as yet and I doubt 
very much if she will do much with the art business. I think it well if you would tell her that she 
must prepare herself for something as we do not have enough money to have her live a life of 
leisure. Her intentions are good but she just does not seem to want to settle down. She is taking 
typing lessons from Mary Shinn. She should have gone to school and taken them but eight o’clock 
was too early for her to get up in the morning. 
 
Betty is getting along very nicely and seems to like it in Newark, she is taking typing and is doing 
well at it. Sarah is giving German lessons to Dick Hall three time a week. 
 
The war situation seems quite serious for England and we are all wondering how it will come out. 
There is not much that we can say about, [it] as the changes are so fast. It looks from the reports 
that Germany is going after England, via the air route, quite strongly. Suppose that time alone can 
foretell what will happen. 
 
Mr. Wilkie seems to be going quite strongly and gaining in popularity with the people. He seems 
to be the best chance for the Republicans for this fall. 
 
It is now Wednesday morning the 10th. I could not quite get my letter finished yesterday. I found 
that Sarah had gotten energetic and written you a letter which she mailed yesterday but I will get 
mine [to] come along anyway. 
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We have ordered a new coupe pickup for the store but it has not yet been completed. They are 
having a steel body built to fit in the back part and I think it will work out alright. It will be six 
inches wider than the old one and that will let us put the large mower mowers [sic] in without 
difficulty. The old one is six years old and about "shot". We got $195.00 on the trade for the new 
one which I believe was not a bad deal. 
 
You were telling about the auto trip in the "mosquito". I was wondering how many miles you get 
per gallon and how much is gasoline a gallon now. 
 
The news last night and this morning state[s] that Britain has the French fleet in the 
Mediterranean and this will be of much assistance to them. Reports this morning speak of a naval 
battle in progress, but nothing definite to report. 
 
Bob Hughes had a hernia operation yesterday morning at the city hospital. I am going over to see 
him this morning. He found out that he had this when he went to Fort Benj. Harrison. He hopes 
to be able to get back in the reserve service after he is well and possibly be called soon. 
 
We have the electricity connected at Sarah's country house and we will be able to go there once in 
a while. Everything there is dependent on the current. The pump is not yet in working [order] but 
hope to have it in order soon. There is [an] electric range, electric refrigerator and electric hot 
water heater and a bath room, so we need water to operate properly. 
 
I do not know if we told you that the box we sent with your things was returned to us from New 
York and today Janie received a refund of the postage amounting to $1.41. We are also wondering 
if you ever are able to get the U.S. on the radio set. It seems so strange that you could get China 
and other far away countries and not hear a thing from here. 
 
I have taken a couple of hitches at this page and think that I will wind up for this time. Be very 
careful and take good care of yourself and watch your food and try to eat what will agree with you. 
We are all well and all send you our love and best wishes. Write often as we are so delighted to 
hear from you. 
 

Yours, 
Daddy 

 
P.S.  Wish that you would write a letter to uncle Cary Montgomery, R.D.1, Newark, Ohio. He is 
fast [losing] his sight and is not able to read any more and it would please him to hear from you. 
Tell him about the crops and fruit. 
 

COPY 
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